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Mr, Chairman first I would like to express thanks for your leadership. Along with
Chairman Payne, Representative Patrick Kennedy, Members of the Congressional Black
Caucus, and the Progressive Caucus, you have consistently reminded your fellow
Members of Congress and counterparts in the Administration of the grave abuses
perpetrated by Indonesia’s security forces in the seemingly remote land of West Papua

also want to acknowledge the many Papuan leaders sitting behind me here in the
audience today, who have travelled thousands of miles to witness this historic occasion.

In 1998 1 was awarded a grant from the United States Indonesia Society to conduct
anthropological research in West Papua. At the time [ was intent on studying indigenous
foodways for my undergraduate honours thesis. Human rights issues were not on my
radar screen.,

Weeks after I enrolled as an exchange student at Cenderawasih University, in July 1998, 1
heard shots that hit two fellow students at a small demonstration—Steven Suripatti, a law
student, was shot in the head and killed, and a high school girl, Corina Onim, was shot in
the leg as she watched the protest from the sidelines.?

Days after this incident, T found myself trapped in a hotel, on the island of Biak, while a
‘massacre took place, At dawn on July 6*, 1998, Indonesian security forces surrounded a
group of Papuan protestors, who were peacefully sleeping in the Biak harbor under the
Morning Star {lag, West Papua’s banner of independence. It was a joint operation
involving mobile brigade police (Brimob), army troops (Kopasgad), a company of
soldiers from the local barracks (Kodim), as well as Navy personnel. I could hear the
troops firing into the crowd. Later I interviewed witnesses who watched soldiers load
bodies of the dead and dying into a small truck: “I counted fifteen people in the first
load,” one eyewitness told me. “The truck came a second time and I counted seventeen
people inside. When they opened up the truck bed I could see lots of blood, in that small
truck there was lots of blood.”



Survivors from this initial assault were loaded onto Navy ships that 1 could see from my
hotel window. People were taken to the middle of the ocean and dumped overboard. In
the coming weeks, at least 32 decaying bodies washed ashore on Biak, Some cadavers
were missing their heads, hands, or genitals.”

In 1999 Human Rights Watch issued a report about the Biak massacre and called for the
Indonesian government to exhume graves of the victims in the presence of NGOs and
forensic pathologists.” An official inquiry was never launched. This massacre took place
on the heels of President Suharto’s ousting—during the first moments of Indonesia’s Era
“of Reform.  While Indonesian citizens in other parts of the counfry were enjoying new-
found fieedoms, Papuans found themselves under the thumb of government security
forces who continued to enjoy complete impunity.

The violence intensified in June 2001 when Indonesian police launched a campaign in the
remote region of Wasior targeting independence activists that was aptly named
“Operation Sweep and Crush.” An Amnesty International report found that “over 140
people were detained, tortured or otherwise ill-treated during the course of the operation.
One person died in custody as a result of torture while at least seven people are believed
to have been extrajudicially executed.” During Operation Sweep and Crush, a total of 55
houses in Wasior were burned or otherwise destroyed by security forces.®

The murder of Wellem Korwam, a 32-year-old health worker, illustrates the extreme
brutality perpetrated by Indonesian security forces during Operation Sweep and Crush.”
His body was cut in seven pieces and then dumped into the sea. Here is picture of some
twenty people—health workers, police officers, civil servants and civilians—struggling
to deal with a large plastic bag containing Korwam’s body. The bag is bulging with gas
and floating in the water near a palm-fringed beach. Mr. Chairman I will spare your
Committee, and the public, the horror of seeing the pictures of Mr. Korwam’s body once
. this bag was opened up. Instead I will describe the pictures.

The next photograph in the series was taken indoors—a man with plastic gloves is
arranging the torso in a white coffin, Tt is a wide-angle shot and one can see the white,
black, and pink organs inside the torso. The subsequent picture is a jumble of seven
different body-parts: two legs, two arms, the head/torso and two other pieces of the
body’s trunk. The mouth gapes open in a distorted yawn; whitish-green eyes stare
unfocused in different directions; the nose, arms and ears are gone. The final photo is of
the burial site. Cloths worn over some of the mourners’ mouths and noses helped stifle
the putrefying smell. Mr. Chairman, T have the photographs of Mr. Korwam’s body with
me here today in this envelope. At your discretion, the photographs might be introduced
to the record.

The Rome Statute sets a global standard for prosecuting crimes against humanity when
perpetrators enjoy impunity in their home countries. As outrage about the deliberate
abuses against political leaders in West Papua grows here in Washington, and in other
countries around the world, Indonesian soldiers and police officers should think twice
before committing future acts that violate national and international laws,



When U.S, citizens are murdered while living or travelling abroad, there are clear legal
precedents for trying suspects in our own courts. Two American schoolteachers, and one
Indonesian, were shot dead on August 31™, 2002, near the gold and copper mine of
Freeport McMoRan (FCX) in Timika, West Papua. The shooting lasted about 45 minutes
and was nearby an Indonesian military checkpoint where more than 100 soldiers were
stationed with Kostrad Battalion 515. Eyewitnesses also placed Kopassus Special Forces
soldiers at the crime scene.® '

Indonesia’s own initial investigation, lead by Police Chief Made Mangku Pastika, found
“a strong possibility” that there were Indonesian military shooters.” Pastika, and other
senior police investigators were transferred off of the case in late 2002, as the Indonesian
military stepped in to take charge of the investigation, The military promptly exonerated
themselves.

The FBI showed an interest in conducting their own murder investigation from the outset.
- But, Indonesian authorities were initially hostile. At first FBI agents were only permitted
short visits to Timika. Their interviews were, initially, conducted in the presence of
Indonesian minders.'® Despite repeated high-level requests from the U.S. government,
including a personal appeal by President George W, Bush, the FBI had continual
difficulties in gaining access to witnesses and material evidence for many months." By
the time the FBI hit the ground, the trail was cold.

Antonius Wamang, a Papuan farmer, was sentenced to life in prison for participating in
this attack by an Indonesian courtroom on November 7%, 2006. Wamang pled guilty, but
it is clear that he was not acting alone. Mr. Chairman, today I am submitting a 33-page
article for the record, which was published in a peer-reviewed journal, detailing Mr.
Wamang’s ties to the Indonesian military. The Indonesian courts failed to systematically
evaluate evidence that Indonesian soldiers shot and killed U.S. citizens. Mr. Wamang,
and his alleged military accomplices, should be brought to trial in a U.S, courtroont.

The very day that Wamang was sentenced to life in prison, the Bush Administration
signaled a “new era of military co-operation” with Indonesia.'? In 2006 a new Pentagon
program was announced that provided U.S.519 million for building Indonesian military
capacity. The next year, in December 2007, the U.S. Congress provided the Indonesian
military with U.8.$18.4 million in Foreign Military Financing (FMF) for the 2008 fiscal
year.” For the Fiscal Year 2011, the Administration has requested U.S.$22 million for
FMI as well as U.S.31.8 million for the International Military Education Training
(IMET) program. There are currently no legislated restrictions on purchases of U.S.
military equipment by the Indonesian military.

Widespread and systematic crimes continue to be perpetrated by Indonesian security
forces against Papuans who express desires for self-determination and political
independence.' In the past twelve years of Indonesia’s “Reform Era”, many Papuan
leaders have been murdered, tortured, or imprisoned for their political beliefs and
aspirations.



Mr. Chairman, Indonesia’s track record speaks for itself. Does the Democratic Party
really want to continue associating with these human rights abusers? In my personal
opinion U.S. military aid programs for Indonesia should be cut off completely. If the
Appropriations Committee decides to keep these programs in place, very real conditions
and clearer benchmarks should be formalized. The Indonesian military, police, and navy
should receive no more funding from the U.S, government until the murderers of Wellem
Korwam are brought to justice, until Indonesian officials let forensic pathologists exhume
the mass graves on Biak,

Mr, Chairman, thank you again for holding this historic hearing. With your continued
leadership the U.S. government will play a role in ending Indonesian military impunity in
West Papua.
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